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Robert J. Hanyok: His NSC study on Tonkin Gulf Deception 

Historians in the News 

The National Security Agency has kept secret since 2001 a finding by an agency historian that during the 
Tonkin Gulf episode, which helped precipitate the Vietnam War, N.S.A. officers deliberately distorted 
critical intelligence to cover up their mistakes, two people familiar with the historian's work say. 

The historian's conclusion is the first serious accusation that communications intercepted by the N.S.A., 
the secretive eavesdropping and code-breaking agency, were falsified so that they made it look as if North 
Vietnam had attacked American destroyers on Aug. 4,1964, two days after a previous clash. President 
Lyndon B. Johnson cited the supposed attack to persuade Congress to authorize broad military action in 
Vietnam, but most historians have concluded in recent years that there was no second attack. 

The N.S.A. historian, Robert J. Hanyok, found a pattern of translation mistakes that went uncorrected, 
altered intercept times and selective citation of intelligence that persuaded him that midlevel agency 
officers had deliberately skewed the evidence. 

Mr. Hanyok concluded that they had done it not out of any political motive but to cover up earlier errors, 
and that top N.S.A. and defense officials and Johnson neither knew about nor condoned the deception. 

Mr. Hanyok's findings were published nearly five years ago in a classified in-house journal, and starting in 
2002 he and other government historians argued that it should be made public. But their effort was 
rebuffed by higher-level agency policymakers, who by the next year were fearful that it might prompt 
uncomfortable comparisons with the flawed intelligence used to justify the war in Iraq, according to an 
intelligence official familiar with some internal discussions of the matter. 


• Sunken WWI 1-Era British Submarine Found off Danish Coast 

• The George W. Bush White House 'Lost" 22 Million Emails 

• Sam lacobellis, Whose B-1 Bomber Recast the Cold War, Dies at 87 
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Daniel Pipes 

"An authoritative commentator on 
the Middle East"- Waff St Journal 

"Perhaps the most prominent U.S. 
scholar on radical Islam" 

- Washington Post 
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